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Empirical

Progress and Prospects of Research on Optimal City Size from Six Perspectives
Wan Qing Wu Chuanging

Abstract: The optimal city size has always been an important issue in urban studies. Related literatures review suggests
that scholars have studied the subject mainly from six research perspectives including cost—benefit analysis, public products
supply, urban growth, new economic geography, national welfare and sustainable development in recent 20 years. Future
research should focus on comprehensive study using multidisciplinary approach, and two special perspectives of national
welfare, resources and environment constraints. Meanwhile, we should devote more attention to the studies of the
determinants, external impacts and regulating mechanism of the optimal city size. In addition, case studies and empirical
research should be valued as well.
Key Words:Optimal City Size; Urban Growth; National Welfare; Resources and Environment Constraints
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